
 

Dolphin Sands Ratepayers Association 

Emails with Glamorgan Spring Bay Council (GSBC) re rubbish bins for public use 

 

April 17, 2018, To: Tony Pollard (Works Manager, GSBC), David Metcalf (General Manager, GSBC) 

Dear Tony 

Thank you for your response (28 Feb 2018) in relation to the placement of litter bins at beach access 

ways in Cambria Drive, at Bagot Point and Yellow Sand Banks jetty area. 

As you suggested the DSRA referred the matter to Parks (in March) who replied that they have a 

"leave no litter" policy and do not have funds for litter bins. They have renovated their leave no litter 

sign at Bagot Point. 

The DSRA requests that the litter bins be located on Council land on the road rather than on the 

foreshore area to facilitate the collection and emptying of the bins on the usual truck route. There 

are bins and dog bag dispensers located in similar positions near beaches in Swansea. 

This litter bins item was included in the recent DSRA submission to Council in response to their call 

for budget items. In the associated DSRA survey to its members the need for litter bins was a 

priority. 

As mentioned in earlier correspondence below there is evidence for the need for litter bins in part 

due to increased tourist numbers in the area. 

We look forward to hearing from you and reporting back to our membership on the matter. 

Regards, Cherry 

 

May 15, 2018, To: DSRA, David Metcalf 

Hi Cherry 

Apologies for the tardy response. 

At this stage Council will not be placing rubbish bins in the Dolphin Sands area. 

For frequented areas outside of our townships, Council also adopts the “leave no litter” adage 

similar to Parks. People visiting outlying areas have responsibilities for their own litter disposal. 

Also Council would not have the resources to service the street bins, due to the travel distances 

involved. 

Regards Tony 



June 3, 2018, To: Tony Pollard, David Metcalf 

Dear Tony 

Thanks for your email. 

We believe we have a solution regarding public rubbish bins that will work for all parties involved. 

This solution will require minimal extra time or resources from Council but will help address the 

concerns of our ratepayers about litter: 

• Council provides standard-issue rubbish bins that can be emptied by the regular garbage 

truck on Wednesday mornings 

• The DSRA will install (at our own cost) 'cradles' for the bins to sit in 

The 'cradle' design would help stabilise the bins so they can't be blown or knocked over while not 

restricting mechanised emptying and re-positioning of bins by the passing garbage truck. The 

location of the bins would be confirmed with Council to ensure traffic isn't obstructed.  

We suggest trialing this option at a couple of 'test' sites - on the roadside close to Yellow Sand Banks 

jetty and Bagot Point. We hope this solution is acceptable to you and look forward to hearing from 

you 

Regards, Robyn 

 

June 4, 2018, To: DSRA, Mel Kelly (NRM, GSBC), David 

Hi Robyn 

Thanks for your email. 

In relation to the introduction of ‘fixed’ wheelie bins at Yellow Sand Banks and Bagot Point, Council’s 

view still has not changed at this stage. The placement of public bins in ‘out of town’ locations can 

have consequences / issues beyond just the issue of a weekly collection service. 

Council shares the same view as Parks, as per the below extract response to DSRA (19/03/2018) 

from Steven Heggie (Ranger in Charge) 

Parks extract …… 

The Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) operates on a “Leave No Trace” policy in national parks & 

reserves thereby requiring visitors to take responsibility for their own rubbish. This hopefully leads 

to the public bringing less, considering their impacts and packing it out if they’ve packed it in. Not 

providing bins in reserves is a national trend & has been for a considerable number of years. There’s 

clear evidence it has worked & also has demonstrated that providing bins actually encourages the 

dumping of more rubbish,  particularly becoming an issue if the bins are full. People still insist on 

dumping rubbish at the site rather than taking it to an alternative location for disposal. There’s a bin 

provided so I’ll just dump it beside it resulting in it getting dispersed by animals and wind. 

On this basis, PWS does not provide rubbish bins on reserve land and nor does it have the resources 

to provide rubbish removal at its visitor sites. I will undertake a site inspection & determine if there 

is an opportunity to provide educational signage that will encourage the behaviour we are seeking.  

Regards Tony 


