
As I write this letter not 48 hours after the start of a devastating bush fire to our special 

piece of paradise, myself and the committee of the DSRA are fully aware that each of us 

processes material loss and significant life changes differently. It’s important for each of 

us to recognise this over the coming weeks and months. 

 

We must recognise that nobody intended for this event to happen. As is the case with 

most events of this type, it is a sequence of clearly unintentional but extremely 

unfortunate events that accumulate to form what we have just experienced. Now is the 

time for us to band together as a community to assist those affected in any way we can. 

 

The DSRA committee has met to outline an immediate framework to assist affected 

members of our community and better prepare for future events. These are: 

 

1) Follow-up with Council about clearing roadside verges back to property 

boundaries. This will help keep any future fires contained to one side of the road, 

allow fire-fighters safer access past the fire to set up containment lines etc and 

allow residents to leave the area far more safely. 

2) Undertake research in consultation with Council on the best approach to the 

immediate management of the burnt landscape.  

3) Co-ordinate working bees to clean up and replant burnt areas on interested 

community members’ properties.  

4) Co-ordinate local TFS representatives to visit interested community members to 

give individual advice about bushfire preparedness on their properties. 

5) Apply for a grant to purchase suitable plants, tree guards and stakes for 

replanting. 

 

I'm sure I speak for every member of the Dolphin Sands community when I pay heartfelt 

respect and appreciation to all the career and volunteer fire fighters and other 

emergency service personnel in attendance. Without their assistance, the results may 

well have been catastrophic. The commitment of these guys and girls is without 

question. We will remain forever grateful. 

 

Local businesses have been instrumental in their unwavering support of those attending 

the front line and families immediately impacted. Various accommodation, food and 

services offers came forward without question within hours of the fire starting. 

 

We’d like to thank Council for waiving disposal fees for people dumping fire-affected 

waste. 

 

Let us now look to the future, take forward positive learnings and continue to band 

together, which is what makes this community ours.  

 

David Cooper, President DSRA 
 


