
 

DOLPHIN SANDS PLANNING GROUP MEETING 

Minutes – June 14, 2018 GSB Council Chambers 10:30AM 

Present – Claudio Muench (TFS A/District Officer), Tony Pollard (GSB), Andrew Hill (GSB Works Coordinator), Terry 

Higgs (GSB Catchment Coordinator), Mel Kelly (GSB Manager Natural Resources), Fiona Steele (CLS Operations 

Manager), David Cooper (DSRA), Barry Smith (Cambria Resident), Geoff Jones (DSRA), Linda Overend (PWS Parks & 

Reserves Manager) (minutes). 

 

 ITEM DETAIL ACTION 

Welcome   

Introduction/History Mel gave a brief summary of the history of the current 
approach to the management of the easements: 

• Developer went into receivership and ASIC became the 
responsible entity with intention to undertake any 
management of the easements 

• After discussions over time with the then representatives 
of the DSRA, in particular the Chair (the late) Sue Bull, 
Council approached ASIC and negotiated to take over 
ownership.  A key objective was to create strategic fire 
breaks in selected easements with ASIC contributing 
($15K) specifically to assist in establishing fire breaks.   

• There was never any intention for all the easements to be 
developed and only the existing, recognized established 
walking tracks would be maintained as such. 

• Meetings, including many on site, where held with DSRA, 
TFS (District Officer/s and local Brigade Chiefs) and Council 
to determine where the most appropriate locations for 
fire breaks were. 

• Council agreed the maintenance program for some 
easements managed as walking tracks was behind and an 
update of the map (attached) clearly identifying walking 
tracks and fire breaks would be useful going forward 

DSRA acknowledged these past efforts and that the approach 
was sensible and working to meet the requirements of the 
community group to a point. 

 

Agenda Items 

Fire Management 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Group discussed the suitability of the current Community 
Bushfire Protection Plan (CBPP) (attached). Lesley King (TFS 
Community Development Officer) recently spoke to the DSRA 
members regarding the community’s response if wildfire were 
to occur. TFS advised: 

• CBPP still current and appropriate 

• There are no Nearby Safer Places recognized by TFS in the 
Dolphin Sands Area, that travelling during a fire event was 
unsafe and leaving early is the safest option 

• Residents should prepare their home for fire to give fire 
fighters a better chance to defend it and if required as a 
shelter option in worst case 

• Info on preparing your home or defending your home was 
available on line 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance of 
easements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Deciding to defend your home should only be done if 
properly prepared 

• Residents needed to stay up to date at all times and 
particularly during fire danger periods using local radio 
and the TFS website (refer to CBPP) 

DSRA advised: 

• At this stage they intended to engage consultants to 
review the community’s level of preparation 

• That a phone tree was not the best option for the 
community considering the number of absent landholders 

• Residents were interested in doing preparation around 
their homes. Council/CLS reminded residence that works 
such as vegetation clearing must be undertaken in 
accordance with the relevant regulations (Forest Practices 
Code, the Nature Conservation, Crown Land and 
Threatened Species Acts and planning legislation). 
Council, PWS, CLS & TFS all offering assistance if group 
had any questions. 

A general discussion was had around the condition/use of the 
easements. 

• Questions remain around the legalities of the property 
title covenants RE easements – DSRA receiving advice 
from Leigh Sealy - a partly retired Senior Counsel.  Given 
that the Council owns the easements and the Crown is a 
significant neighbor, clarification is required as to how 
valid these covenants are and what they actually provide 
for. 

• A grant of authority is required RE any access through the 
Public Reserve either via an easement or private land 

• CLS/Council confirmed that any clearing on public land 
including the Public Reserve (coastal foreshore) or Council 
land without authority was prohibited 

• Such works could result in an infringement notice or 
prosecution, is a liability risk and could impact the 
environment e.g. erosion, impact threatened species or 
Eucalyptus globulus coastal forest (threatened 
community) 

• Residents advised to contact CLS or Council if they 
believed work needed to be done in any of the easements 
or on Public Reserve. 

• Council agreed, primarily due to resourcing, that the 
maintenance program for the easements was behind.  Fire 
management works were scheduled to be undertaken 
over the next few months other priorities pending. 

• Residents expressed concern that the works they had 
been undertaking and considered reasonable in 
maintaining access constituted an offence 

• Council appreciated that this work was done in good faith 
but advised residents that if they have any specific 
concerns to please contact Council directly for inclusion in 
works program or to negotiate formal approvals that met 
our liability obligations and are in line with best practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mel to forward DSRA 
links to info re: 
protection / 
management of 
conservation 
significant species & 
communities 

 

 

 

 

Each party to seek 
clarification. 

 

 

 

 

Council to undertake 
works in line with 
fire management 
and other reserve 
management 
priorities 

 

 

Residents to contact 
Council with 
identified works 
required 

 

 

 

Council, Parks and 
CLS to discuss a 
model for 
community groups 
working across land 
tenure in 
cooperation with 
land managers. 



 

 

 

Review of Access 
Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other issues 

 

 

Council spoke about the use of volunteers in assisting with 
environmental works and the potential for volunteer 
arrangements to be investigated in the future. 

The group had a general discussion regarding the easements 
to determine if a review of the current arrangement was 
necessary to ensure it met fire management and public access 
requirements. 

• TFS advised that the current fire trails were appropriate 
and sufficient 

• CLS/Council advised that they would consider a proposal 
relating to any particular easement and would review it in 
line with their obligations, which include: 

− natural (including coastal) & cultural values protection 

− each organisation’s maintenance liability (including 
responding to compliance issues such as illegal fires, 
camping, rubbish etc. and considering the significant 
and increasing pressure from tourists)  

− adding public value. 

• DSRA informed the group they intended to be more 
proactive in terms of regulating public behavior. This was 
supported by the group if done in a strategic and 
appropriate manner but considered ‘engineered’ 
solutions to be more effective in influencing behavior. 

• Council stated that a proposal put forward must involve 
consultation with all residents not just DSRA members 
and a Communication Plan would be useful 

Illegal private accesses through the Public Reserve along the 
length of Nine Mile Beach – ranging from small discrete foot 
tracks to vehicular access. 

Need for improved signage at Bagot Point and at formal 
accesses at both the beach ends of the tracks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DSRA to review 
current arrangement 
if required, develop a 
proposal to take to 
Council and CLS 

 

 

Next Meeting TBA  

 


