
NOTICE OF MOTION: 

Clr Cheryl Arnol 

BACKGROUND 

In the wake of the devastating fire at Dolphin Sands recently, the Dolphin Sands Ratepayers 

Association (DSRA) wish to reiterate past requests to Council to clear roadside verges back to 

property boundaries (approximately 10m on each side of the road).  

There is only one road in/out of Dolphin Sands. There is highly flammable vegetation growing right 

up to the road in many places. Clearing the roadside verges back to property boundaries will help 

keep any future fires contained to one side of the road, allow fire fighters safer access past the fire 

to set up containment lines etc and allow residents to leave the area more safely.  

The DSRA is seeking to document all of the learnings from recent events in an effort to make positive 

changes that benefit the community. The issue of roadside verges is just one of the many factors 

contributing to the extent of the fire damage in the area.  

In an email to the DSRA on November 30, 2018 regarding a grant application towards the cost for 

hiring a mulcher/chipper for vegetation removal, the reply from Council made clear that (inter alia) 

community members should not clear the verges because it was Council land and Council would 

need to do a risk assessment: Further information is required - such as will any work be carried out 

on Council/Crown or Parks land?  If on Council land, a risk analysis would need to be completed and 

the full implications considered, if on Parks or Crown land then their approval would need to be 

sought. 

When requesting that the verges be cleared on January 20, 2019 the DSRA referred to the November 

30 email and noted that (inter alia) if residents don’t have permission to clear verges, then the onus 

is on Council to do so.  In the event of fire, this would make leaving more realistic.  On a positive note, 

many verges are already cleared back to property boundaries for a lot of Dolphin Sands Rd so its not 

as big a job as might be imagined. 

DSRA would like to initiate constructive consultation with Council in relation to a way forward so 

that the community can be assured that appropriate fire break work will be undertaken to alleviate 

as much as possible the threat of fires in future years.  Given the current drought situation on the 

East Coast, it would not be unreasonable to engage with other nearby communities who have 

similar concerns regarding fire control management  so they too can benefit from the learnings 

recently experienced.  

Moved: Clr Cheryl Arnol  Seconded: 

1. That Council undertake risk assessments as required in the Dolphin Sands Road area and 

engages with the Dolphin Sands Ratepayers Association in relation to clearing fire verges.   

2. That in consideration of recent statements by former Chief Fire Officers that Tasmania no 

longer has a fire season per se, Council engages with the Tasmanian Fire Service and 

communities across the municipal area to establish strategies to manage fire threats. 

 


