
Dear Dolphins 

  

This is our first meeting since the April bushfire, and we have much to celebrate. The first, 

and none more important & most pleasing to all of us, is the return of our Vice President, 

Neville Stewart, to Dolphin Sands after illness had taken him from the front line for a few 

months. Neville, as I’m sure most of those that know him would agree, is the quintessential 

Australian, would give the shirt from his back to anyone in need, and is a wise and loyal 

friend with many life experiences to share. Welcome back Nev, the prayers of the community 

are with you for the journey ahead. 

  

A number of initiatives have been engaged by the committee since the April fire, these 

being: 

• Creation and rollout of an emergency phone tree 

• Successful crowdfunding campaign which raised $6935 to assist repairing the land of 

those affected by the fire 

• Securing of FRRR grant for green waste mulching – many thanks must go to Steve 

Barrett for his hands-on coordination of all activities during “mulch week” 

• Formal follow-up to Council regarding clearing coastal wattle from the road verges 

• Successful roadside clean-up coordinated by Gary Stoward. 

  

The DSRA committee, after seeking legal advice particularly in regard to ongoing liability, has 

removed the fire trailer out of service and is soon to be returning it to its original owner. This 

decision was not taken lightly. However, the results of the recent fire, and the part that the 

trailer played, cannot be overlooked. Unfortunately, we live in a world where the possibility 

of persecution overrides the well-natured intent of community-owned assets. This risk the 

current committee was not prepared to take. 

  

Shared bridge over the Meredith River 

We have progressed from an idea to a working group and now have a concept design and 

widespread support from the likes of East Coast Tourism and the Swansea Chamber of 

Commerce. This is an exciting space, driven by a group of passionate & committed locals 

that is gathering more interest as the weeks pass. A timeline of activities undertaken to date, 

and the intended pathway forward through to “Shovel Ready” Construction is available on 

the bridge tab of the DSRA website.  

We look forward to seeing everyone at the fundraiser on November 2nd. Funds raised will 

add to the $250 grant received from GOBC news toward regulatory fees to pass the 

preliminary stage of the Bridge Project. We have also applied to Bendigo Bank for assistance 

with these costs. 

We have progressed to the second stage of our CEP grant application to remove radiata pine 

from an easement in Cambria Drive and replant with natives. The working Group and the 

DSRA committee are very grateful for Robyn’s input and resilient efforts for not just the 

Meredith Bridge project, but all matters “Dolphin Sands”. 

  

Council 

Representatives of the committee met with council on October 8 to discuss all matters 

currently put to council by DSRA. Many positive outcomes came from the meeting with the 

most exciting being that significant funds will be put into Dolphin Sands Road to repair and 



possibly create a widening for foot and cyclist traffic. Council have committed to updating 

the Dolphin Sands Emergency plan. We expect to see a draft as early as Easter 2020 

providing a contemporary plan to give existing and new landowners critical guidance in the 

event of fire or other emergency. 

  

We had representatives at Council's Strategic Planning session on Oct 6, to keep abreast of 

“bigger picture” strategy to report back to the community. 

  

Crown Land Services 

After the unfortunate incident of the deceased whale on Nine Mile Beach, the committee has 

written to Crown Land Services regarding the installation of a locked boom gate to access 

Nine Mile Beach in the case of an emergency where vehicle access is urgently required. 

Consultation on this matter is ongoing. 

 

Cambria Green planning scheme amendment  

In response to the motion from the March general meeting, we prepared a submission to the 

Tasmanian Planning Commission (TPC), reiterating our request for a written guarantee 

regarding use of aquifer water. This issue is yet to be followed up by the TPC. At the time of 

writing, the Cambria Green planning scheme amendment is still with the TPC waiting for 

their determination on jurisdictional issues. 

  

On reflection, it’s been a productive winter – now hoping for a safe and enjoyable summer. 

  

Regards 

  

David Cooper 

 


